
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/696,646 



10/25/2000 



Jouko Tenhunen 



2512 7590 

PERMAN & GREEN 
425 POST ROAD 
FAIRFIELD, CT 06824 



01/26/2005 



442-009870-US(PAR) 



3188 



EXAMINER 



YUN, EUGENE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2682 

DATE MAILED: 01/26/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



0 



Offi(*t* Action Summarv 


Application No. 

09/696,646 


Applicant(s) 
TENHUNEN, JOUKO 


Examiner 

Eugene Yun 


Art Unit 

2682 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Amin (US 6,014,559) in view of Quinn (US 5,944,786). 

Referring to Claim 1 , Amin teaches a method for erasing a notification message 
in a terminal, which terminal communicates with a network over a radio interface, which 
method comprises: 

storing a specific first information in a specific system outside the terminal 102 
and 106 (fig. 1); 

transmitting to the terminal over said radio interface a notification message as a 
sign of said storing (see col. 6, lines 10-13); 

Amin does not teach storing said notification message in a memory of the 
terminal, wherein the method comprises: 

contacting from the terminal a specific address for gaining access to said first 
information based on said notification message; and 

erasing from the memory of the terminal said notification message in response to 
a specific procedure relating to said contacting. 
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Quinn teaches storing said notification message in a memory of the terminal (see 
col. 9, lines 18-21), wherein the method comprises: 

contacting from the terminal a specific address for gaining access to said first 
information based on said notification message (see col. 9, lines 22-26); and 

erasing from the memory of the terminal said notification message in response to 
a specific procedure relating to said contacting (see col. 9, lines 32-40). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the teachings of Quinn to said method of Amin in order 
to better assure that a subscriber of a cellular network receives all waiting messages. 

Claim 16 has similar limitations to Claim 1. 

Referring to Claim 2, Amin also teaches the first information to which information 
said terminal gains access is stored in the specific system outside the terminal, for said 
terminal (see 102 and 106 in fig. 1). 

Referring to Claim 3, Amin also teaches the first information as a message 
intended for the terminal, which is stored for the terminal in an electric format in the 
specific system outside the terminal (see col. 1 , lines 59-67). 

Referring to Claim 4, Amin also teaches the message intended for the terminal 
as one of the following: voice message; video recording message; multimedia message; 
fax; electronic mail message (see ABSTRACT). 

Referring to Claim 5, Quinn also teaches said specific procedure in response to 
which said notification message is erased, is one of the following: initiation of contacting 
said specific address, establishment of contact; disconnecting (see col. 9, lines 32-40). 
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Referring to Claims 6 and 8, Quinn also teaches storing in the memory of the 
terminal said specific number by calling of which the call will connect to said system 
outside the terminal (see col. 9, lines 22-30); 

checking when making a call from the terminal, whether the number which is 
called is said specific number by comparing the number which is called to said specific 
number stored in the terminal (see col. 9, lines 32-40); and 

if the number which is called is said specific number, identifying from among the 
messages that originate from said system outside the terminal, and erasing the 
identified notification messages (see col. 9, lines 32-40). 

Referring to Claim 7, Quinn also teaches wherein contacting from the terminal 
said specific address for gaining access to said first information is effected by making a 
call from the terminal to a specific number (see col. 9, lines 22-26); and 

erasing the notification message is effected in response to one of the following 
procedures: making a call to said specific number; said specific system outside the 
terminal answering the call; terminating off said call (see col. 9, lines 32-40). 

Referring to Claim 13, Amin also teaches the system outside the terminal is one 
of the following: voice mail system; video recording message system; multimedia 
messaging system; fax mailbox service; remove mail service (see 102 in fig. 1). 

Referring to Claim 14, Amin also teaches the notification message as one of the 
following: SMS message; WAP message; message according a packet switched 
protocol (see col. 5, lines 13-16). 
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Referring to Claim 15, Amin also teaches the terminal as one of the following: 
telephone of a cellular network; computer terminal (see fig. 1). 

3. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amin and Quinn in view of Kaisto (WO 96/25817 "IDS"). 

Referring to Claim 9, the combination of Amin and Quinn does not teach at least 
two specific numbers by calling of which the call will connect to said system outside the 
terminal. Kaisto also teaches at least two specific numbers by calling of which the call 
will connect to said system outside the terminal (see pg. 11, lines 1-9). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the teachings of Kaisto to said method of Amin in order to ensure a 
better connection to the outside system from the terminal. 

Referring to Claim 10, Kaisto also teaches the identification of notification 
messages carried out by comparing the CLI data (Calling Line Identity) of the messages 
stored in the memory of the terminal to said specific number stored in the terminal (see 
pg. 12, lines 5-8). 

Referring to Claim 1 1 , Kaisto also teaches storing in advance in the memory of 
the terminal a reference file, which is for its essential parts identical to said notification 
message stored in the memory of the terminal (see pg. 14, lines 24-35 and pg. 15, lines 
1-3); 
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said identification of notification messages is carried out by comparing the 
content of the messages stored in the memory of the terminal to the content of said 
reference message (see pg. 12, lines 25-35 and pg. 13, line 1). 

Referring to Claim 12, Kaisto also teaches said notification message transmitted 
to and stored in the terminal comprising a message structure and in its message 
structure, a control bit pattern, which control bit pattern is used for identifying notification 
messages originating from the system outside the terminal (see pg. 15, lines 4-17). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Yun whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2689. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:30pm Alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (703) 308-6739. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

M 

Eugene Yun 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 
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